Daily Bible Study

“The Hope of the Hopeless ~‘Two Daughters’ - Part 1”
Mark 5:21-43
May 9-15, 2010
THE LORD’S DAY & MONDAY – We return this week to our study from the Gospel of Mark and take for our text, Mark 5:21-43 as we look at “Part 1” of “The Hope of The Hopeless ~ Two Daughters”. If you will remember back to verses 1-20 when Jesus healed the demoniac the people of that region were begging Jesus to leave them. They wanted Jesus to just go away. The demoniac wanted to go along with Jesus but he was given command to go spread the word concerning the great things the Lord had done for him as well as the compassion that he had been shown. Now as we transition in our text we find that people are not asking Jesus to “go away” but rather to “please come” with them. As we begin in our text for the week we see that Jesus did in fact leave the region of the Garadenes. Mark 5:21-23a “Now when Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a great multitude gathered to Him; and He was by the sea.  And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet and begged Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter lies at the point of death.” Verse 21 tells us that Jesus did in fact cross the sea and as usual a great multitude gathered to Him. As mentioned earlier, the people here wanted Jesus to come to go away so much in fact that Luke records for us that they, “...welcomed Him, for they were all waiting for Him” (Luke 8:40).  Out of this great multitude we are told that one of the rulers of the synagogue came to Him. This man, identified for us as Jairus, was one of the Elders who ruled in the synagogue. The phrase rulers of the synagogue is one word in the original language and by its definition helps us see Jairus’ responsibilities: “It was his duty to select the readers or teachers in the synagogue, to examine the discourses of the public speakers, and to see that all things were done with decency and in accordance with ancestral usage.” It is interesting to notice that when Jairus comes to Jesus he reacts in the very same manner that the demoniac did in that he fell at His feet...  High respect is shown here to Christ as Jairus recognizes His authority and as Matthew informs us, worshipped Him (Matthew 9:18). We now see the depth of sincerity, zeal, and need in Jairus’ plea to Christ as the text tells us he begged Him earnestly (many, much, large)...  He sums up his need to Jesus by saying, “My little daughter lies at the point of death”. According to some rabbinic sources a daughter till she had completed her twelfth year, was called “little”, or “a little maid”; after that, “a young woman.” The heart of a father can be felt in this text as we picture this man bowed before Jesus begging Him for healing for his little girl. Luke 8:42 informs us, “...for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying.”  We will see that this situation was very grave yet Jairus was coming to the only man on earth that could help him now, The Hope of the Hopeless. 
The Word Applied & Suggestion for Prayer: Do you “run away” from Jesus when difficulties come relying on your own wisdom and seek isolation to “handle it alone” or do you fervently seek His face, worship Him, and earnestly beg Him to help and sustain you for God’s glory?     
TUESDAY – Mark 5:22 - 24 “And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet and begged Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live.”  So Jesus went with him, and a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.” This man Jairus had come to the only source of hope and healing in the person of Jesus. He has cried out to Christ that his little daughter was at the point of death. The phrase speaking of her condition is very severe and can literally be defined as “extreme, to be in the last gasp, at the point of death”. She was not actually dead when Jairus had left her, although she was dead before he returned, and was at this present time as far as he knew she was in the act of dying or expiring. Verse 23 says so much concerning the faith of this man. “Come and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live.” It is quite remarkable that this man, understanding his little one is breathing out her last gasps of life, still has hope and manifests his hope and faith that is centered in the power and person of Jesus Christ. He expresses this faith in Jesus power to heal his daughter regardless of her grave condition and interestingly he asks for Christ’s presence, asking Him to come and lay your hands on her...  Perhaps he had seen Jesus perform miracles in the past and saw Him lay His hands on others but regardless the fact is He desires Christ to come and personally touch his little daughter. True it is that Jesus can heal without “coming to the scene” and some folks may see this man as having a weak faith in this request but make no doubt about it, weak or not he had faith in Jesus and that is what God rewards, desires, and requires in order to please Him (Hebrews 11:6). Many people talk today about “having faith” or “keeping the faith”. It is absolutely crucial that one’s faith has as its object the person and work of Jesus. Faith in anything but God alone may seem “nice” but it can’t save, help, or deliver. Jesus reaction and response is telling to the fact not only of His care and concern for this mans need but also of the faith of Jairus in the power of Christ. Jesus is now going with Jairus and we see that the scene is a bit chaotic as a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.      

The Word Applied & Suggestion for Prayer: Meditate on Hebrews 11:6 & this text in Mark 5. Who or what is the object of your faith? Ask God to help you fix your faith in Him alone.     
WEDNESDAY – Mark 5:24 “So Jesus went with him, and a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.”  This verse not only describes for us the scene surrounding Jesus but also helps us understand what is about to transpire; the action of the woman from this great crowd who touched Jesus in her desire to be healed. As our text continues we see that there comes an interruption to the story of Jairus and his little daughter. Mark 5:25-28 “Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment.  For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” Incredible is the picture here of masses of people thronging Jesus and the trip and progress toward Jairus house must be quite difficult. We have entitled this two part sermon The Hope of the Hopeless ~‘Two Daughters’ and we are introduced to both of these ladies in two consecutive verses in Luke’s gospel record. 

It is also interesting that Luke 8:42-43 provides us with another connection between these two ladies. Notice the connection recorded by Luke within the details of Sacred Scripture. “...for he (Jairus) had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He (Jesus) went, the multitudes thronged Him. Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years...” These little details found in the inspired record are more that just interesting they are true and give us a comprehensive account of the stories depicted. In regards to this miracle of the woman with the flow of blood, both Matthew and Luke provide for us details not recorded by Mark although Mark gives the longest treatment to this particular story. Before we look at the account from Mark let’s touch on some of the details of the other two writers. Matthew references the woman talking to herself (Matthew 9:21) while Dr. Luke elaborates on any misunderstanding of Mark’s words about the doctors of his day with his, “suffered many things from many physicians” by explaining that she “had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any...” One final thing to note is that both Matthew and Luke speak more detailed of Jesus clothes when they record the woman touching  “the hem of His garment” (Matthew 9:20) and  “the border of His garment” (Luke 8:44). It is neat to notice that each evangelist contributes details not reported by the others. 
The Word Applied & Suggestion for Prayer: Father, amidst the chaos of life help me keep my eyes on You & be steadfast in intimate communion with You. Help me to know & trust that You’re in the very details of all circumstances. Despite apparent chaos Your in control and love and care for me.      
THURSDAY – Mark 5:25 - 29 “Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse.  When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment.  For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction.”  As Jesus is on His way to Jairus’ home there is an apparent interruption as there was many times in Jesus earthly ministry. Jesus was interrupted while speaking (Mark 2:2-3), while He was traveling (Mark 10:46-48), sleeping (Mark 4:38) and even praying (Mark 1:35-37). We have noted previously how Jesus responded to interruptions with patience, care, and concern. His Divinity is clearly shown in how He handles these situations with ease and grace. This time He is interrupted by a certain woman. This lady had a condition for twelve years which Mark describers for us as a flow of blood. Without attempting to go beyond the record of Scripture we can safely say that this ailment was such that it placed this woman in a miserable condition. Whether it is from danger of loss of life to the mere discomfort and lack of energy and strength which is derived from the blood, she was in a pitiable circumstance. It was complicated in that she went to many physicians and was no better for it; in actual fact she was nothing but poor from it. After she had spent all that she had and was no better, she by God’s grace heard about Jesus. She has lost both health and money but now she is graciously given opportunity to place her faith not in what she can buy from the physicians but what she can be given from The Great Physician. Her sneaking up behind Jesus in the crowd can be explained by the fact that she was considered ceremonially unclean according to Leviticus 15:19 and following. Amidst all this despair and frustration she like Jairus came to the One who brings hope to the hopeless, Jesus Himself. It is so 

nice to see in Scripture that whether one is in a place of authority or prominence such as Jairus or in the case of this woman, poor, sick and destitute Jesus responds with mercy and compassion to those who come to Him in sincere God given faith (John 6:37).     
The Word Applied & Suggestion for Prayer: Father, thank You for sending Jesus to meet my deepest need. Thank You for working in me by Your grace, giving me a love and faith in You and also for being patient, merciful and compassionate when I come You.   

FRIDAY & SATURDAY – Mark 5:25-29 “Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse.  When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment.  For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction.” We see that this woman although trusting that Jesus can help and heal her was still somewhat apprehensive about openly approaching Him. It is here in this thronging (to choke, suffocate) crowd as Luke 8:42 puts it that the woman makes her way to Jesus. This lady thought that if she could merely touch Jesus clothes she could be cured, For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” Much has been said about what portion of His clothes she touched. Matthew and Luke speak to the border and hem while Mark merely mentions the garment. It is not necessary to make this the main point but suffice to say she may very well have touched one of the four tassels that every Israelite wore on the corners of his outer robe to remind him of the law of God (Numbers 15:38-40, Deuteronomy 22:12). Truly Jesus was the true Israelite, the One who kept and fulfilled God’s law in every detail, and was able to wear the robe pointing to God’s standard without any hypocrisy. As we pointed out that Jairus’ faith needed strengthening so indeed did this woman’s who although she had faith in Christ, it was by no means perfect as she sought for a physical touch from Jesus just as Jairus did. What is amazing to note is that when she did in faith (although weak) touch Jesus she found immediate, instant recovery; Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction. In a moment of time the flow of blood was stopped, healed and instantly health was felt in her body. How wonderful is this; she was healed and she knew it. Jesus here chooses to reward even a weak faith but as we will see as we move along in the text He reaches out to strengthen this woman’s faith in him just as He does for all His true children. Mark 5:30 “And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, “Who touched My clothes?” We can’t unpack this in its entirety this week but notice the phrase “And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself.” This could be said literally, Jesus having fully known...  Jesus was not ignorant as to what took place here but now moves to draw this lady out to strengthen her faith. We will pick up here Lord willing next time. 

The Word Applied & Suggestion for Prayer: Thank You God for Your Almighty power, capable of anything. Help me trust in Your power to save and also to fear and reverence You as I ought.
